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The TPFEA is an
organization that is
committed to promoting
FIRE SAFETY in
Tennessee.

What did you and your department miss by not
attending the 2010 TPFEA Conference this year? First, you missed an
incredible opportunity to network with Pub Ed people from across the
state. Attendees shared lots of information and techniques. We will use
this issue of the newsletter to inform Public Educators of some of the
ideas and resources. Mark your calendar for next year's conference.
Tentative date is August 14th—16th 2011.

How can you as a fire
service individual or
department, or community
stakeholder be a part of
the solution of fire related
injuries and deaths in
Tennessee?

Join the TPFEA as an
individual and connect
with public safety
educators, concerned
individuals, and
community
stakeholders from
across Tennessee to
share ideas and
network.

Join the TPFEA as a
department.

Attend the TPFEA
Conference to discuss
fire prevention issues
and learn how to
collectively
communicate fire
safety to the public.

Attend the TPFEA
Conference and earn

TCFF In-service Credit.

Join the TPFEA
Facebook page to stay
informed of upcoming
events or to share
ideas throughout the
year!

www.thpubed.org

Two of our Association members
won local elections in their areas!

Kenny Carey, Cumberland
County FD and our TPFEA
President was recently elected as
Cumberland County Mayor.

Jason McCormick , Fayetteville
FD, unseated the incumbent in the
District 4 Lincoln County
Commissioner's race.

We wish them well in their
endeavors to further serve the
public of their communities!

News from NFPA

Kelly Ransdell, from NFPA spoke to the Public Educators
in attendance on Sunday night. Have you checked out
NFPA'’s website lately? Much of the information and
tools that once cost are not available on the web....for
FREE! If you have not checked out their website lately,
take a moment to explore.

Visit www.nfpa.org and scroll down a bit. On the right
side of the screen there is a tab for Educators. There you
will find information on Fire Prevention Week,
Community tools, information on education programs,
and free fact sheets. There is also information on the
Advisory Committee and a place to sign up for the
monthly e-newsletter for Educators.

Take advantage of the free information now!

| '\’ I National Fire Protection Association
The authority on fire, electrical, and building safet
NFPA il 4 Y

TPFEA Challenge Coin
Support Public Fire Education
in Tennessee by purchasing a
Challenge Coin!

$10 each
$1 each shipping & handling

See back page for order form.
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Heroic Efforts Lead to Greater Preparation

Daniel Adams, Marlow VFD, was recognized at the TPFEA
Conference for his heroic efforts in an incredible rescue story.
The story itself is an amazing one of un-sacrificing rescue but
even more amazing is how the entire school and

community were active participants in the efforts

and support in the following months.

In October, Adams was making a Pub Ed pres-
entation at the Grand Oaks Elementary School
with a fellow firefighter. During the presentation,
Madison, the 2 year old daughter of the other
firefighter wandered away from her mother. As
the announcement over the intercom was made,
actions to search were already underway. As
Adams made his way outside, school faculty and
staff were already fanning out searching. Suddenly Adams
noticed a teacher coming out of the woods. She was yelling
and although he could not hear what she was saying he in-
stinctively knew that he had to head that direction. What Ad-
ams didn’t know was that a creek ran behind the school and
there was a nature trail that runs along the creek.

A teacher, standing on a bridge had spotted a small red
square of Madison’s clothing under the water. Adams, who
does not swim, jumped into the water, immediately after radio-
ing for assistance. He was able to get her out of the water and
onto shore. To make a long story short, Adams performed
CPR and then they transported her to the hospital, and then
transferred her to Children’s Hospital in Knoxville. After sev-
eral months, Madison came home and still has a long road
ahead, but she continues to improve.

The story doesn’t end there. After the incident, Adams had
time to reflect and recognize all the miraculous things that
came together to be able to save Madison’s life. First, the fac-
ulty and staff instinctively knew where a small child might wan-
der and they knew where to fan out to search. The teacher
being able to spot Madison even though she was under water,
and that she was caught on a natural dam so that she was not

Fire Prevention Week « October 2010

Smoke Alarms: 3

A sound you can live with nrpPa

Daniel Adams accepting recognition
from President Kenny Carey
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swept downstream. Things that no one could plan all came
into place to make it all happen.

Then there is the way that the community
pulled together. By helping with the cou-
ple’s other children, to provide meals and
necessities for the family, to help provide
transportation of extended family. Then
there are the fellow firefighters from the
area who responded to help. The prayers
that lifted the family and Madison up were
also very instrumental in the recovery proc-
ess, b for Madison, but for the family, com-
munity as well.

Adams also has been able to reflect on putting plans into
place to be better prepared. He will tell you that he knows
where all of the fire exits are, or where to turn off the gas.
But he did not know that there was a nature trail behind the
school. Therefore, when he makes a pre-plan, he looks past
the typical hazards or needs, and includes those types of
things that extend past the immediate place.

The event has also created a bond between Adams and the
school. They include each other as resources for each other.
He is invited to many more presentations and is included in
many meetings that are of mutual interest. They believe they
are better prepared now for an emergency.

Adams does not like the spotlight and recognition that the
event has put him in. Instead, he encourages other depart-
ments to learn from his experience and look at non-traditional
and non-fire hazards. Create a greater connection in the
community before something happens. Does your pre-plan
include hazards off site? Do you have a positive working rela-
tionship with leaders of various groups in your community or
is it a passive relationship? Take a moment to look at these
things and take steps to create both now.

Let us spotlight your
department’s efforts
and successes in fire
safety! Submit
information to:
ropriddy@comcast.net
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Connect with Your Community through Parent Groups

Did you know that you have a resource to help spread fire
safety right under your nose? It is your area school’'s PTA,
PTO or other Parent Involvement group. Below are some
tips to utilize them.

First, there are differences between a PTA and other parent
groups. PTA and PTSA are chartered by the Tennessee
PTA and are part of the National PTA or the National
Congress of Parents and Teachers. These local units are
connected through the TN PTA, as well as through Regions
and Councils. These network and work together for the
advocacy efforts to protect and support children and youth.

PTA Mission: The overall purpose of PTA
A powerful voice for all children,
A relevant resource for families and communities, and

A strong advocate for the education and well-being of every child.

To find out if your area has a PTA, contact the TN PTA at
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www.tnpta.org.

To get involved in PTA or other parent groups to help spread
the word of fire safety, consider some of these tips.

Contact the parent leaders and initiate communication.
Let them know what programs you offer and how you can
work together .

Offer to speak at a meeting about issues that are
important to both groups.

Join the parent group. Be a member and show that you
are a committed partner in the safety & well-being of the
students at the school.

Don't let this valuable resource pass you by. For more
information on how to better work
together , contact Becca Priddy at
ropriddy@comcast.net.

What Are You Doing Across Tennessee?
Spotlight on a Department—Braden VFD

Braden Volunteer Fire Fighters Adam Smith, J P Moses and
Hardeman County EMS Ana Williams took part in a Brownsville

school district “Book Jam” which is a book give-away through the

UT Extension Service. Each Book Jam has a theme and the
one in April was focused on Fire, EMS and Law Enforcement.
They were joined by Becca Priddy, who came to help out by
reading Fire Safety books and bringing Buzzly the Fire Safety
Bee. The firefighters spent four days at four different schools
spreading fire safety as well as information on what fire fighters,
EMS and sheriff/police officers do on the job.

Students come into the event by classrooms and while there,
they are read a book , given information and then they receive a
free book through the Extension Service. Each class listened
intently as the book, which of course was a fire safety book, was
read. Then Smith and Moses demonstrated equipment, ex-
plained how the equipment works, and answered questions.
Special emphasis was put on the importance of smoke alarms,
escape plans, and how to “get out and stay out”.

Organizers of the event said that this Book Jam was the best
one that they have ever had and will definitely plan to do one
again on Fire Safety.

Moses demonstrates a smoke alarm

Smith models his gear

Becca Priddy & Buzzly read Sparkles
the Fire Safety Dog book
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Public Fire Educator of the Year: David Bradshaw—Ba

Each year outstanding Public Fire
Educators are nominated from
across the state and one outstanding
educator is recognized. Each one
has a special desire to educate the
public and keep their community
safe.

This year is no exception. David
Bradshaw, Fire Marshal for Bartlett
Fire Department, worked tirelessly in
not only his community but in all of Shelby County to help get
the Buzzly Fire Safety program into as many Shelby County
Schools as possible. As the President of the Shelby County
Metro Fire Marshal Association, he led the group in the
collaboration with the Shelby County Council PTA in the effort.
To date, 25 of the 29 elementary schools have the Program,
as well as one Memphis City School. And he, the PTA and

David Bradshaw speaking at Media Event for the
Buzzly Fire Safety Initiative in Shelby County

TN Fire Chiefs
Quarterly meeting
Kingsport — Meadowview Conference Center
Oct. 13 - 15, 2010

Wednesday Oct 13, 2010

6:00 PM -Introduction to Leadership Train-the-Trainer
Instructor - Ed Hines

Fee - $35.00

Thursday October 14, 2010

8:00 AM Training Session
Codes-Based Perspective to Firefighter Safety
Speaker — Bob Trotter,Manager, Sr. Life Safety
Specialist, Smith Seckman Reid, INC.

F_ire Sprinkler Connections: Protecting the Vital
II;’Irneksenter: Larry Pigg, Director Public Affairs, Knox
Company

12:00 - Lunch

13:00 - 16:30 - Committee meetings

13:00 — Training and Conference

14:00 — Mutual Aid

15:00 — Legislative

16:00 - Volunteer
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rtlett Fire Dept

the SCMFMA is as well. Bradshaw
accompanied the PTA to the Assisi
Foundation to help obtain a grant to be
able to help the schools receive the
programs. He also spoke to and
encouraged organizations to help
financially to get the program into the
schools and in font of students.
Bradshaw also attended many Buzzly
presentations with Bartlett Fire Fighters.

Within Bartlett, Bradshaw commits himself to make sure the
citizens of Bartlett are safe and have the information they need
to be prepared and safe. He will also be the first to say that
the efforts were not just his efforts, but the efforts of the many
involved—including the Fire Departments of Arlington, Bartlett,
Collierville, Germantown, Millington, Memphis, and Shelby
County.

2010 Tennessee Fallen

Firefighter Memorial Service

The Tennessee Fallen Firefighter Memorial Committee has
chosen a schedule to stay clear from the many local 9-11 and
Fire Prevention Week services so that more individuals and
agencies can participate in the Memorial.

The Annual Memorial Service will be held the Friday night
before the last Saturday in September (the night before the
TUFF Challenge) each year at the TN Fallen Firefighter Me-
morial on the grounds of the Tennessee Fire and Codes
Academy in Bell Buckle.

This year's service will be at 6:00pm on the evening of 24
September.

Events that weekend at the Tennessee Fire and Codes Acad-
emy include:
Friday, September 24, 2010
9:00 am - Fire Recruit Academy Graduation
Ceremony
6:00 pm — Tennessee Fallen Firefighter Memorial
Service

Saturday, September 25, 2010, All day - TUFF Challenge
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David Pendergraff presenting check from Burning
Down the House to President Kenny Carey

Amanda Ogle, Gatlinburg FD with
her Buzzly wins!

Mike Barron, Lewisburg FD enjoying
a break from class.

Participants in the Public Educator | class

Carl Peas presenting the
Juvenile Fire Setters Class

Richard Hasley, Total Safe T Zone explaining
about his organization.

Make Plans now to
Join us next year!

August 14th—16th
Murfreesboro, TN

Becca Priddy presenting “Working with

Parent Groups and PTAs Julia Holt, Dickson FD
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Total Safe T Zone

Richard Hasley, the founder of Total Safe | Zone spoke at
Conference about carbon monoxide poisoning. Information
about the organization may be found on their website
www.totalsafetzone.com

Total Safe T is a nonprofit organization developed with the
mission to educate the public, public safety workers, and
healthcare professionals on the dangers of carbon monoxide
poisoning. Through partnerships with fire departments and
EMS departments, emergency rooms, and other related
entities, Total Safe T Zone wants to develop a data base and
reporting system for carbon monoxide exposure and to lower
the incidences of carbon monoxide poisonings in Tennessee
and across the United States.

Total Safe T Zone founder, Richard Hasley, an Engineer with
the City of Franklin Fire Department and licensed HVAC
professional, saw the need for better education and research
on the silent killer, carbon monoxide, after doing research for
a class. Through his experiences, he realized that firefighters
did not know how or where to look for sources of carbon
monoxide when responding to calls for service to investigate
carbon monoxide alarm activations. He discovered little data
is available on the subject, as the signs and symptoms are
often dismissed as common ailments by healthcare
professionals.
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Currently, carbon monoxide exposure statistics are inaccurate.
The CDC estimates that there are 450 non fire related deaths
associated to carbon monoxide and 20,000 exposures per
year relating to illness. These statistics are inaccurate due to
misdiagnosis from healthcare practitioners across the country.
The symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning often mimic
common illnesses seen and treated every day by doctors and
other health care professionals. Prolonged exposure to carbon
monoxide can cause long term effects such as brain damage,
and endocrine disorders as it deprives the cells of oxygen.
Pregnant women can suffer fetal death and slowed brain
development in their babies. With this alarming information,
Richard saw a need to better educate and create an
awareness of carbon monoxide poisoning.

Along with providing education and awareness, Total Safe T
Zone’'s vision is to develop better statistical data as it applies
to carbon monoxide exposure. Through partnerships with fire
and EMS departments, emergency rooms, and other related
entities, Total Safe T Zone wants to develop a data base and
reporting system for carbon monoxide exposure. Total Safe T
Zone wants to utilize sponsorships to provide carbon
monoxide monitoring devices (gas badges) to public safety
officials in exchange for data as they respond to medical
emergencies when the patient may present with similar signs
and symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning.

GET ALARMED, TENNESSEE !

The Tennessee State Fire Marshal's Free Smoke Alarm

Itis time we all get alarmed.
Tennessee has one of the
worst fire death rates in the
nation. In the majority of these
fire related deaths, no working
smoke alarms were present.

In an effort to reduce these
avoidable losses of life, the
Tennessee State Fire Marshal’s
Office applied for and received
a Department of Homeland
Security, Fire Prevention and
Safety Grant to develop a smoke alarm distribution and
installation program.

$157,000 has been awarded to them to purchase 8,000 duel
sensor smoke alarms and 20 special hearing impaired alarm
systems for distribution throughout the state, free of charge.
Installation and delivery of these smoke alarms will be

coordinated through Fire Departments and other community

Program

organizations. During the visit to install alarms, installers will
provide fire prevention and home escape planning education
and leave educational brochures for the residents to review.
Low income families, senior citizens, families with children
under 14 and persons with disabilities are being targeted to
receive smoke alarms.

Working smoke alarms in your home can cut your risk of
dying in a fire by almost half.

Interested organizations can submit a request for alarms and
training on how to correctly install them, all fire safety
materials will also be provided to the installers, free of
charge.

Questions and to schedule a 1 hour training class please
contact...

Jeff Huddleston

Fire Prevention Education Officer

Tennessee State Fire Marshal's Office
Jeff.huddleston@tn.gov

(615) 969-0934
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TPFEA Board Members

President Kenny Carey

Vice-Pres. Fred Reed

Secretary Trena Edgin

Treasurer Bruce Womack

Sgt. of Arms Brian Pendergraff
Historian Jeff Huddleston
Organization Liaison Janylle Koren
State Representatives

West Tn. Joshua McCormick
West Tn. Rebecca Priddy

West Tn. Thomas Reaves

Middle Tn. Nora Smith

Middle Tn. Craig Ring

Middle Tn. Mike Barron

East Tn. Amanda Ogle/Mike Cooper

East Tn. David Smith
East Tn. Daniel Adams
Web Master Chad Bruckman

kcarey@volfirst.net

reedfyrmn2003@yahoo.com
firechick 4034@yahoo.com

bwomack@cookeville-tn.org

brian822@comcast.net

Jeff.Huddleston@tn.gov

janylle@buzzlybee.com

mccormickj@cityofmilan.tn.com

ropriddy@comcast.net

treaves@cityofjackson.net

nsmith@ci.murfreesboro.tn.us

esfdringer@yahoo.com

tmbarron@bellsouth.net

amandaogle@hotmail.com /
cooper83l@comcast.net

fireboss244@yahoo.com

dadams@clintontn.net

chad.bruckman@gmail.com

Gommunity Escape Plan Event

Looking for a great way

to get your

entire community involved in Fire

Prevention Week? Consider a Community Escape Plan event. Holding a
community-wide fire drill, in which residents of your town develop their own
escape plans and practice them along with the rest of the community during a
specific time, is a great way to motivate positive behavior change to reduce the
risk of fire death in your community. A community fire drill serves as a good media
hook, helping to raise your fire department's profile and reinforce the important
role of public safety education in saving lives.

Who can help you accomplish this?
- Businesses

Community organizations such as Rotary, Elks, etc.

PTA or other Parent Groups
Scouts

Red Cross, Safe Kids Coalitions, etc.

Check out the NFPA website for additional information. And after your event
submit a follow up so that we may share in the newsletter.

NFPA Community Event Link
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Why Join the TPFEA?

Tennessee consistently ranks 5th
or higher in fire related deaths. To
conquer this epidemic, we must
educate our citizens. And the best
way to do that is through commu-
nity education.

Each community has wonderful,
innovative programs to teach their
citizens and children. And by shar-
ing these ideas, fire educators
have the opportunity to learn about
new programs or initiatives that
work. And as a fire educator, the
best way to be a benefit to others
Is to share what works in your
area.

Tennessee Fire
Deaths

2010 - 56 (as of Aug 2010)
2009 - 66

2008 - 72
2007 - 74
2006 - 83
2005 - 82
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Join TPFEA Today!

Your membership makes the difference! By joining you show you support fire and life safety across
Tennessee! Get new ideas, but also share what you do in your community! Network with others who

have the same passion you do! Join Today!

Name
Rank/Title

Email

Home Address
City, State, Zip

Home Phone
Cell Phone

Fire Department/Organization
Address
City, State, Zip

Phone

Fax
Website
Number of Years in Pub Ed

*INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP $10.00 *DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP $75.00

Challenge Coins $10 each, $1 shipping/handling (qty) X $11 Total

PLEASE SEND PAYMENT TO: TPFEA
TPFEA .
c/o BRUCE WOMACK, TREASURER Challenge Coins
PO BOX 1043 $10 each
COOKEVILLE, TN 38503 $1 shipping/handling

Join us on Facebook!!

TPFEA on Facebook




